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Who's There and Where 
Morda V. Coleman who was gradu-
ated from the Home Economics Di-
vision of Ivwa State College in Aug-
ust, 1919, is employed in the publicity 
department of the West Coast Lumber 
Trade Extension Bureau. While in 
college she became a member of Theta 
Sigma Phi, national honorary and pro-
fessional fraternity for women in 
journalism, Mortar Board, a national 
union of senior honorary societies for 
women, and Sigma Kappa, social sor-
ority. 
She has written for the Homemaker 
an acco-unt of her activities since her 
graduation from Iowa State. 
"A Bachelor of Science degree in 
Home Economics with a minor in 
journalism (which was a major so far 
as interest was concerned) would not 
seem to· be of much use in the lumber 
business. Tracing Louis XIV furni-
ture for house notebooks and writing 
news stories for journalism on Iowa 
State's prize hog might not appear to 
lead to laying out booklets on Doug-
las fir and compiling facts on the Pa-
cific northwest timber stand. Which 
shows that you never can tell where 
you're apt to finish after spending a 
few years at Iowa State College. 
"Several years of restless wander-
ing followed the gaining of this de-
gree, connected with which was the 
acquiring of much miscellaneous and 
very useful knowledge on writing in 
general from Prof. F. W. Beckman 
and Prof. Harry R. O'Brien. May 
their memories ever stay green for 
the encouragement and inspiration 
which they gave to struggling journ-
alists! In this connection thanks 
should also go. to the Home Economics 
professors who occasionally shut their 
eyes to the fact that I was scribbling 
a news story with a very black pencil 
instead of neatly noting in ink their 
remarks on History of Art. 
"I tried magazine work in Des 
Mc-:nes. I taught country school in 
Iowa once and high school in Idaho 
for four months. I wrote ·advertise-
ments about $29.50 coat sales for a 
very Je'wish department store. I saw 
a real Round·Up, interviewed pioneers 
c.f 1846, and became thoroughly sold 
on the Pacific northwest while acting 
as society editor, feature writer, and 
general reporter on a Washington 
newspaper. 
"For my wandering had led me west. 
I had lived all my life before in Iowa 
and the treeless prairies of South Da-
kota. As a little girl I had loved trees 
-planted and watered them tenderly 
and wept when they were often killed 
by hc·t summer winds. I had known 
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how trees were used for my father 
was and is a lumberman. The smell 
of fresh cut lumber and sawdust had 
always lured me to the lumber yard. 
I had seen the planks and boards go 
out from there to be transformed into 
a new home, a windmill, a ladder, or 
a chicken house. 
"My first trip over the Cascade 
mountains into western Washington 
showed me bigger trees than I had ev-
er dreamed of. Instead of the few 
bending cottonwoods beside a shallow 
stream, under which I had played as 
a child, I found here in the Douglas fir 
belt of \Vashington and Oregon miles 
and miles of trees. Trees so tall that 
they formed a green ceiling more than 
100 feet above my head . Trees so 
large that I could not reach both arms 
even one side of the brown trunks, 
set closely together like massive col-
umns. Trees which I learned stretched 
--a continuous band of greenery-
from British Columbia to southern Or-
egon. 
"My interest in these forests grew 
with closer acquaintance. It came to 
sudden life more than a year age. when 
I read of the plan of the loggers and 
lumber m.anufacturers of this region 
to tell lumber users what the \Vest 
Coast really has in the way of timber 
resources. 
"What romance could be woven . 
about these giant trees and the horm s 
which they build! I thc.ught of the 
hundreds of middle western girls who 
---' 
had built houses (on paper) as I ha1l 
once in the old Home Economics build-
ing; who had graduated and married 
and were now building real homes of 
their own. I believed they would be 
as interested as I to know more of 
the big trees from the Pacific north-
west forests. 
"With an exceedingly vague idea in 
mind, I nevertheless applied and was 
accepted the next month as a member 
of the newly organized staff of the 
West Coast Lumber Trade Extension 
Bureau with headquarters in Seattle. 
The first national advertising and lit-
erature was just being written. I was 
to do publicity work but the publicity 
department was still in the future. 
"Collecting statistics and figuring on 
the lumber industry was my first job. 
I had a big surprise ahead of me. Prac-
tically everyone comes west with the 
idea that timber is a thing of the past. 
Contrary to this popular belief that 
America will soon run out of lumber, 
figures from a forester showed me that 
Oregon, Washington, and California 
have now more standing timber than 
the total cut since logging started 
more than 100 years ago in the 13 
states of New York, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, \Visconsin, Minne·sota, In-
diana, Ohio, New Hampshire, Massa-. 
chusetts, Connecticut, Maine, Vermont 
and Rhode Island. 
"'Then I discc.vered that the av-
erage year by year cut in the Douglas 
fir region is only 1.6 per cent (approx-
imately) of the total standing timber 
here which amounts to 750 billion 
board feet or enough to build 75 mil-
lion average sized American homes. 
Mc.re than 50 per cent of lhis is owned 
by the Federal government and sub-
ject to logging, only at the discretion 
of Forest Service officials. 
"My next and greatest surprise was 
that the old forests are being regrown 
at the rate of three billion board feet 
a year on the le-gged-off lands and five 
billion board feet additional growth 
on old stands. Forest authorities say 
that these new forests may be expect-
ed to produce from 60,000 to 100,000 
board feet per acre C·f forest regrowth. 
"Why are these new forests? That 
is a question often asked, not only by 
tourists going through the Pacific 
northwest but also by old residents 
of the section. They ride along a high-
way, going through a forest section 
where the virgin timber was cut a few 
years before. They see nothing but 
the great blackened stumps and the 
fallen timber which was not good 
enough to bother to take out. 
"'Well, the lumbermen surely made 
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a wreck of this place,' is the comment 
as they ride on. H they would but 
stop their car, get out, and make their 
way to the apparently barren hillside, 
they would see a far different sight. 
They would not be able to step with-
out crushing the tiny evergreen trees, 
carpeting every inch of the ground to 
the far distant ridge. Millions of lit-
tle Douglas fir trees have come up 
without the aid of man as soon as 
the old growth was removed! 
"Here is the second crop of timber 
which is growing throughout the north-
west today on countless mountain sides; 
on slopes too steep ever to be used 
for agriculture; in canyons too dark 
and moist to grow any crop save that 
of trees. But the land will produce 
trees faster and better than any other 
forest region in the world, outside of 
the tropics. The long, clear summers 
and rainy, warm winters make ideal 
timber growing conditions. In addition 
to Douglas fir, which makes up ap-
proximately 70 per cent of all timber 
west of the Ro~ky mountains, the 
three other important commercial 
woods are West Coast hemlock, Wes-
tern red cedar, and Sitka spruce. 
"The problem of fire control goes 
hand in hand with the growth of new 
timber and I so-on discovered that 
these forests are the best protected in 
the world. A sum ranging between 
one and two million dollars, depending 
on the season, is spent every year In 
Washington and Oregon to prevent 
and fight forest fires. Timber land 
owners and lumbermen pay 76 cents 
of every one of these dollars and a 
good share of their money is spent to 
protect their new forests on the 
Jogged-off lands from the match of 
the careless smoker and the camp-
fire of the heedless traveler. 
"'Of what interest are these new 
forests to me, a reader of the Iowa 
Homemaker? Vlhy should I care 
whether or not the little trees grow 
again on mountain sides which I have 
never seen?' 
"Here is the reason-my last and 
most fascinating discovery. The a!" 
most miraculous regrowth of Pacific 
northwest forests is an assurance that 
American families wi!J always be able 
to afford comfortable, beautiful, and 
economical homes of wood. Durable, 
sturdy lumber will always be forth-
coming from the great forested areas 
close to the north Pacific ocean at a 
price which the ordinary person can 
afford to pay. 
"No other country in the world has 
had this advantage. For generations 
timber has been so scarce ip Europe 
and Asia that the working classes have 
been able to build only small houses of 
stone, clay, mud, thatching, etc. As 
the sons and daughters marry they 
cannot afford a home of their own but 
must Jive under crowded and often un-
sanitary conditions with a consequent 
lowering of Jiving standards. 
"Americans have always had an 
abundant supply of timber. From the 
New England forests came the lumber 
to build the Coltmial homes which still 
represent the finest type of American 
architecture. As the pioneers pushed 
westward they found forests always 
ahead of them. Until they reached the 
last and greatest forests of them all 
-those of the West Coast. 
"From the immense trees here build-
ers discovered they could get the same 
beautiful, wide paneling and finish; 
the same sturdy summerbeams, wide 
clapboards, and shakes which Colonial 
craftsmen found in the virgin pine 
trees of the east. From these new 
western forests lumber could be got-
ten to duplicate the many Colonial 
types-most artistic and homelike of 
all American homes. This lumber 
has gone throughout the civilized 
world. It has built homes from Alas-
ka to Australia; from China round the 
world again to Russia. 
"Until the word went out that here 
was America's last timber stand and 
with it the rumor that soon there 
would be no more lumber. And those 
who had no opportunity to see for 
themselves began to think that this 
might be true. They knew nothing of 
the new forests springing up every 
year which would produce lumber for 
their children's homes. 
!'Out of this came the lumber indus-
try's national program to tel! the world 
that here, rather than the last timber 
stand, is "America's Permanent Lum-
ber Supply." And as one of the most 
minor of details, out of it came also 
my present position, the most inter-
esting work I ever expect to do." 
Gamma Chapter of Omicron Nu has 
recently initiated the following women 
to membership: Seniors, Mrs. Lena 
Gilbert, Ames; Beryl Spinney, Ames ; 
Susan Scurr, Gilman; Virginia Parrish, 
Grinnell; Mildred Hawkins, Rock Rap-
ids; Virginia Buck, Des Moines; and 
Florence 'Vilson, Roland; Juniors, 
Helen Kallenberg, Ames; Winnifred 
Mighell, Holstein; Cleo Fitzsimmons, 
Des Moines; Helen Mauthe, Washing-
ton; and Dorothy Dean Heryford, 
Ames. 
New Judgment Problem 
(Continued from page 9) 
unhappy homes. Gradually certain 
definite principles would be developed 
and carefully verified. The next step 
would be the development of teaching 
situations or activities which would 
so present these essential principles as 
to develop the ability desired . I can-
not state these principles nor describe 
these teaching activities. I know no 
more of this matter than you do, my 
gentle reader. But both you and I 
know a few facts concerning this mat-
ter of marriage. We know that by in-
fluencing young people in the choice of 
their life mates we have an opportun-
ity to touch destiny. We know it is 
very imperative that something be 
done very soon to safeguard the homes 
of America. And we know that we are 
doing little or nothing at present, ex-
cept in isolated cases, to insure that 
the choice of a life partner will be 
wisely dealt with by the future home-
makers of America. 
Be pleasant every morning until ten 
o'clock. The rest of the day will take 
care of itself. 
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